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iy, Perrin K, Parkhurs}

By 138 R.D, 1

Cintve Hal), Peansylvunia 16820

Der2 Hr. Parkhursti

Wo rofer to your letter dated Augunt 9, 1973, to ocur
Yranoportation and Claims Diyision, with wvhich you attached &
copy of our Settlenent Certificate dated July 24, 1973, our claim
No. %-2483162, You in effect request review of the sefitlexent in -
which the Division dissllowved yuur cleim ror $29,L40, paxrt of the
anouit that you report you paid Hoxrden Moving & Storage Company
(Harden) in connection with the trunsportation and storage of your
household goods on Governwent bill of lading No. E-9441720, dateA
June 26, 1969. The Division said, among other things, that your
only racouras wvas against Hurden, not wgainst the Govermient,

You explain that your ¢laim is not against 'the Goverament but
that it is a request that the Guvernment act againrt Harden and
asoint you in collecting the 429,40 which may be included in the
charges tha Government pald Paul Arpin Van Lines, Inc. (Arpin) for
tho samo service.,

Our records do not include a copy of your receipted bIill,
cancelled check, or any other evidence showing the date you paid
Harden and the gervices for valch you were billed. The fact that
the sare amount, $29.40, 1s included in an amount paid Arpin on D.O.
vouchar 515452, dated June 21, 1970, for the return of 1,680 pounds
of your hcuschold goods to the warshouse is not in itself significant,
The charges you paid may have been Sfor delivery from ona warehiouse
to another warzhouse which would not be chargeeble to you or to the
Govermuant,

You refer to the procedure xhereby the Government can make an
edminictiative sot-off of overcharges by any carrier or forwarder
from any amownt subsequently found to be due such carrier cor

. forwardar, Thin procedure is specifically authorized by k¢ U,8,C,
€6(a) which provides in partinent parts
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“(a) Fubject to such standards as shall be promulgatad ARA
Jointly by the Becretary of the Treasury end the e
Canptyroller Genyral of the United OStatas, payment for

“transpartation ¢of parsons or property for or ¢n \ehalf
of the United Statas by any carrier or forvarder .
shall be made upmn presentation of' bills therefor,
prior to audit 01* asttlement by the General
Accounting Off1ce, but the xright &8s ressrved to the
Unifed Gtates Governzent to deduct the amount of any .
overcharge by any carrier or forwarder fron any
amount subsequently found to be due such carrier or . .
forvarder, The term Yovercharges' shull be deeined .

-to mean chargen for transportation servicesa in
excesa of thone applicable thereto under tariffs
lawfully on file with the Interatate Commerce : '
Commimsion, the Civil Aeronautics Poard, tho ¥ederal -
Maritime Comwniseion, and any Btate transportation
regulatory agency, and charges in exceas of thots :
applicable thereto under rates, fares, and charges )
established pursuant to section £2 of this title, -

' othar equivalent contract, arrangement, or
exaption fran regulaticny Provided, howevar, Thatl
such deductions shall be made vithin three years
(not including any time of war) from %the time of
payront of billst & # &,

.

.. A8 you can see, this statutory suthurity relates only to "ovorchargss®
.paid by the Govermment and cannot bes consirued to include tha acount e
“you paild Harden even if our records contnined enough evidence to -
‘establiah youwr claiz. We must conclude then, as did the Division,

that your only recourse is againat Haxder:,

, ! The Generpl Accouvnting Office does nof of course condone the
practices which may have been involved harit, However, ths Depart- .
ment of Defense is resxnesible for evaluatiag the transportation "o
sarvices fwmnished to their employvess and haa proceduras designaed
to minimize unsatisfactory performances by houschold goods cavriers
oy forvarders or their ngonts. We presune that thess procedures
wire followsd hore. Moreover, we are sanding a copy of this decision
and of youwr August Gth letter to the DOD camponent responsible for -
quility eontrol in the movenent of household goods for such avtion

+ o8 1t desus approprinta, . , © -
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In these aircmustances, the disallowance of your claim wist bas

exd is sustainud,

' Sinomely yours,
'R F, Kellaz

s - Deputy Comptroller General
- of the Unitel Btates

cc v/copy of Nr. Parkhurst's Awgust 9th lettert

Comander, Hilitary Traffic Munagemant amd
Yerminal Baxviae -
Attentiont Chief, Movements MHanagemsnt
Division .






